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As  the  following  discourse  was  delivered,  iff- 
part,  extemporaneously ;  those  who  heard  it,  will 
perceive,  and  are  desired  to  excuse,  som<g  altera- 
tion in  the  phraseology,  and  the  addition  of  a  few 
sentences. 


SEEMOH, 


Pitilipians,    I.  21.  For  to  me  to  live  is   Christ,  and  to  die  is 


gam. 


The  apostle's  mode  of  expression  here  is  peculiar, 
and  somewhat  obscure.  In  other  passages,  we  read 
of  living  to  Christ,  and  for  Christ,  and  by  Christ ; 
we  read  also,  that  Christ  is  the  life  of  believers ;  but 
in  no  other  passage,  do  we  read,  that  to  live  is  Christ. 
To  remove  the  obscurity,  some  expositors  have  ob- 
served, that  the  original  will  bear  a  different  trans- 
lation ;  that  it  may  be  rendered,  to  me  Christ  is 
gain,  living  and  dying.  But  if  the  original  will  ad- 
mit this  translation  ;  yet  it  seems  not  to  be  so  easy 
and  natural  as  the  one  we  have,  nor  does  it  appear 
to  be  so  agreeable  to  the  tenour  of  the  apostle's 
preceding  discourse. 

At  the  time  this  epistle  to  the  Philipians  was 
written,  Paul  was  waiting  for  a  trial  of  the  case  be- 
tween him  and  his  Jewish  brethren,  at  the  court  of 
Csesar  in  Rome,  to  which  he  had  seen  fit  to  make 
his  appeal.  And  though  he  was  in  bonds,  and  un- 
able to  exercise  his  ministry  in  that  public  and  un* 
restrained  manner  to  which  he  had  been  accustom- 
ed ;  yet  he  enjoyed  such  a  degree  of  liberty,  as  to 
have  opportunity  to  preach  in  private  places,  and 
to  exhort  and  comfort  his  brethren  in  their  tribu- 
lations. But  still  he  was  exposed  to  much  reproach 
and  abuse,  and  as  was  generally  apprehended, 
stood  in  danger  of  losing  his  life.  While  he  was 
in  this  unpleasant  situation,  there  were  certain  men, 
actuated  by  a  spirit  of  w  envy  and  strife,"  who  un- 
dertook to  mimick  his  preaching.  These,  said  lie* 
"  preach  Christ  of  contention,  not  sincerely,  sup- 
posing to  add  affliction  to  my  bonds."  Their  object 
was  not  to  honour  Christ  and  win  souls  to  him,  but 
to  supplant  and  distress  Paul,  and  by  exciting  di- 
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visions  and  contentions  among  the  professors  of 
Christianity,  to  render  him  more  odious  to  the 
government,  and  thus  prolong  his  bondage.  But 
they  failed  in  their  design ;  for,  instead  of  adding  to 
his  affliction,  they  only  increased  his  consolation. 
*:  What  then  ?  as  he  asks,  and  answers,  v.  18.  Not- 
withstanding every  way,  whether  in  pretence  or 
in  truth,  Christ  is  preached ;  and  I  therein  do  re- 
joice, yea,  and  will  rejoice."  He  then  assigns  the 
reason,  why  he  rejoiced  that  Christ  was  thus 
preached,  vs.  19,  20.  -"  For  I  know  that  this  shall 
turn  to  my  salvation,  through  your  prayer,  and 
the  supply  of  the  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ.  Accord- 
ing to  my  earnest  expectation,  and  my  hope,  that 
in  nothing  I  shall  be  ashamed,  but  that  with  all 
boldness,  as  always,  so  now  also  Christ  shall  be 
magnified  in  my  body,  whether  it  be  by  life  or  by 
death."  Then  he  adds,  in  the  words  of  our  text. 
"  For  to  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die  is  gain." — 
The  expression  is  figurative  ;  and  seems  designed 
to  express  the  apostle's  strong  belief,  that  as  the 
interest  of  Christ  was  the  aim  of  his  life,  so,  as  long 
as  his  life  should  be  continued,  it  would  be  render- 
ed subservient  to  the  glory  of  Christ ;  and  that  he 
should  derive  personal  gain  from  the  loss  of  it^ 
whenever,  in  Divine  Providence,  he  should  be 
called  from  his  labours  and  sufferings  on  earth,  to 
his  rest  and  reward  in  heaven. 

Though  ordinary  believers  are  not  to  be  com- 
pared to  the  apostle  in  all  respects ;  yet  they  all 
resemble  him  in  some  respects.  They  all  have  the 
same  kind  of  holiness,  lead  a  similar  course  of  life, 
and  are  prepared  for  a  similar  happy  death.  The 
passage  before  us,  though  more  strictly  applicable 
to  the  chief  apostle  of  the  Gentiles  ;  yet  is  appli- 
cable, in  a  good  degree,  to  all  real  Christians.  Ac- 
cordingly I  propose  to  apply  it  to  them,  in  answer 
to  two  enquiries : 


I.  in  what  respects  k  it  Christ  for  believers  to 
live  ? 

II.  How  is  it  gain  for  them  to  die  ? 

I.  In  what  respects  is  it  Christ  for  believers  to  live  ? 
In  answer,  I  observe. 

1.  Christ  is  the  object  of  their  life.  They  live 
for  him.  When  they  came  to  him  and  received 
him,  they  gave  him  the  supreme  affection  of  their 
hearts.  "  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  said  Christ, 
let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross,  and 
follow  me."  This  all  true  believers  have  cheer- 
fully done.  They  see  such  a  beauty,  excellency 
and  glory  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  his  charac- 
ter is  drawn  in  the  gospels,  that  they  love  him 
more  than  father  or  mother,  wife  or  child,  or  any 
other  earthly  friend  or  created  object,  and  are  wil- 
ling to  forsake  all  they  have,  when  necessary  to 
promote  his  interest  and  kingdom.  Hence  they 
consider  themselves  as  no  longer  their  own,  and 
desire  and  intend  to  live  no  longer  to  themselves, 
but  to  him  who  died  for  them  and  rose  again.  Upon 
their  first  exercising  faith  in  Christ,  they  said,  each 
one,  as  Paul  did,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me 
to  do  1"  They  felt  willing  to  do  whatever  Christ 
might  require  them  to  do,  for  the  honour  of  his 
name  and  the  promotion  of  his  cause.  And  ever 
since,  it  has  been  the  habitual  study  and  aim  of 
their  lives,  to  please,  obey  and  honour  Christ.  His 
service  has  been  their  delight.  Their  faith,  instead 
of  being  a  mere  speculative  belief,  has  been  a  cor- 
dial reception  of  the  truth,  working  by  love,  and 
showing  itself  by  works  of  obedience  to  all  the 
commandments  of  their  Lord. 

2.  Christ  is  the  mid  of  the  life  of  true  believers, 
As  they  live  for  him,  so  they  live  to  him.  The 
glory  of  the  Redeemer  is  the  ultimate  end  for 
which  they  are  sanctified  and  seperated  from  the 
unbelieving  world.  They  were  given  to  Christ  in 
the  covenant  of  redemption,  as  the  reward  of  his 


obedience  unto  death,  and  as  the  medium  through 
which  he  should  display  his  mediatorial  glories.—- 
They  were  chosen  in  Christ  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world,  and  predestinated  to  be  conformed  to 
his  image,  that  in  and  through  them,  the  love,  pow- 
er, faithfulness  and  grace  of  Christ  might  be  exhib- 
ited to  the  admiration  and  praise  of  all  holy  crea- 
tures. Through  them  the  love  of  Christ  in  laying 
down  his  life  to  make  atonement  for  the  sins  of  men, 
is  displayed  in  a  special  manner.  Upon  them 
Christ  displays  his  mighty  power,  in  making  them 
willing  to  have  him  to  reign  over  them,  by  the  Ho- 
ly Spirit  whom  he  officially  sends  to  draw  them  to 
himself.  In  them  appears  his  faithfulness,  by  de- 
fending them  from  their  spiritual  enemies,  preserv- 
ing them  from  apostacy  and  loving  them  to  the  end. 
And  finally,  upon  them  he  displays  the  riches  of 
his  grace  in  the  forgiveness  of  their  sins,  which 
render  them  deserving  of  endless  punishment. 

Though  Christ  is  the  propitiation  for  the  sins  of 
the  whole  world  ;  yet  in  a  special  sense,  he  is  the 
Saviour  of  them  that  believe.  For  them  he  gave 
himself  that  he  might  redeem  them  from  all  iniqui- 
ty and  purify  them  unto  himself  a  peculiar  people, 
zealous  of  good  works.  As  believers  are  designed 
to  reflect  in  the  brightest  manner,  the  Divine  glory 
of  Christ ;  so  he  r.dorns  them  with  the  beauties  of 
holiness,  and  fits  them  to  show  forth  his  praise.  In 
forming  their  characters,  and  ordering  all  the  events 
of  their  lives,  Christ  keeps  in  view  the  end  for^ 
which  they  were  designated  as  his  peculiar  people, 
They  may  be  assured,  therefore,  that  the  length, 
and  all  the  circumstances  of  their  lives,  are  such, 
as  will  best  advance  the  glory  of  God  their  Saviour. 

3.  Christ  is  the  pattern  of  the  life  of  true  believ- 
ers. They  are  called  his  followers.  This  implies, 
that  they  imitate  his  example.  Christ  was  a  man, 
as  well  as  God.  As  a  man  he  is  imitable  by  his 
discioles.     And  as  he  was  "  holy,  harmless,  unde- 


filed,  and  separate  from  sinners,"  and  i;  went  about 
doing  good ;"  so  he  set  a  perfect  example  of  univer- 
sal holiness.  This  example  it  is  the  duty  and  the 
desire  of  all  true  believers  to  imitate.  They  set 
him  before  them,  as  the  great  pattern  of  their  lives, 
to  which  they  would  be  conformed  in  all  their 
thoughts,  feelings,  words  and  actions.  And  just  so 
far  as  they  act  in  character,  and  live  by  faith,  they 
are  '  followers  of  Christ,  as  dear  children,  and  walk 
in  love  ;'  and  '  the  world  take  knowledge  of  them, 
that  they  have  been  with  Jesus.'  I  may  add, 

4.  That  Christ  is  the  joy  of  their  lives.  He  is  the 
Mediator  between  God  and  man,  and  through  him 
believers  receive,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  ev- 
ery favour  they  enjoy.  They  consider  all  the  boun- 
ties of  Providence  as  besto^ved  in  consequence  of 
the  interposition  of  Christ ;  and  hence  they  partake 
of  them  with  gratitude?  giving  thanks  to  God  the 
Father*-  through  him.  When  deprived  of  this 
world'sgoods,  they  think  of  him,  who  had  not  where 
to  lay  his  head,  and  who,  though  he  was  rich,  yet 
for  our  sakes  became  poor,  that  we  through  his  pov- 
erty might  be  rich,  and  who  hath  promised  his  fol- 
lowers, durable  riches  and  righteousness,  an  inher- 
itance incorruptable,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not 
away.  When  bereaved  of  pious  friends,  they  are 
enabled  by  Christ,  to  sorrow  with  hope  of  a  blessed 
union  with  them  in  heaven.  If  beset  with  tempta- 
tion, believers  consider  that  Christ  himself  hath 
suffered,  being  tempted,  and  that  he  is  able  to  suc- 
cour them  that  are  tempted.  When  persecuted, 
they  count  it  joy  to  suffer  reproach  for  the  name  of 
Christ.  The  life  which  they  live  in  the  flesh,  they 
live  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  and  ever  find  peace 
and  joy  in  believing.  In  all  the  vicissitudes  of  life, 
they  rejoice  in  Christ  Jesus,  a  joy  which  no  man,  no 
creature,  can  take  from  them.  And  when  they 
reach  the  appointed  bounds  of  life,  and  the  shades 
of  the    dark  valley  thicken   around  them,  then 


'  Christ  is  in  them,  the  hope  of  glory.'  Which  brings' 
me  to  the  second  enquiry. 

II.  How  is  it  gain  for  believers  to  die  ? 
u  For  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  diz  is  gain."' 
Death,  in  itself  considered,  is  not  gain  to  believ- 
ers, more  than  to  others.  The  change  is  much  the 
same  to  all,  painful  and  terrible  to  nature  ;  and  it 
equally  deprives  all  the  children  of  men  of  every 
earthly  possession  and  enjoyment.  Death  destroys 
all  the  worldly  hopes  of  men.  It  shuts  up  every 
avenue  to  corporeal  pleasure,  puts  lover  and  friend 
far  from  one,  and  his  acquaintance  into  darkness, 
and  deprives  him,  at  once,  of  his  whole  temporal 
interest.  But  still,  death,  all  things  considered, 
is  gain  to  believers ;  and  that  in  the  following  re- 
spects. 

1.  Believers,  at  death,  exchange  a  temporary 
for  an  immortal  life.  Their  life,  in  this  world,  is 
both  short  and  precarious.  The  days  of  the  lon- 
gest life  may  justly  be  called  few;  and  all  the  liv^ 
ing  are  daily  exposed  to  the  arrest  of  death.  But 
the  life  upon  which  believers  enter,  when  they 
leave  this  world,  is  permanent  and  eternal.  They 
die  no  more.  While  Christ  lives,  they  shall  live 
also.  He  hath  abolished  death,  and  brought  life 
and  immortality  to  light. 

2.  After  death,  believers  exchange  an  earthly, 
perishable  body,  for  one  spiritual  and  incorrupti- 
ble. The  body,  which  believers  lay  down  in  the 
grave,  is  composed  of  gross  materials,  and  ever  lia- 
ble to  disease,  decay,  and  dissolution.  But,  says 
the  apostle,  in  this  same  epistle  to  the  Philipians> 
'The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  shall  change  our  vile  body> 
that  it  may  be  fashioned  like  unto  his  glorious 
body.'  At  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  the  bodies 
of  believers  will  be  purified,  refined  and  adorned, 
and  rendered  fit  to  receive  their  pure  and  immor- 
tal spirits.  "So  also  is  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead.     It  is  sown  in  corruption;  it  is  raised  in  in- 


torfuption :  It  is  sown  in  dishonour;  it  is  raised  in 
glory  :  It  is  sown  in  weakness ;  it  is  raised  in  power: 
It  is  sown  a  natural  body ;  it  is  raised  a  spiritual 
body." 

3.  At  death,  believers  exchange  a  state  of  moral 
imperfection,  for  a  state  of  perfect  holiness.  In 
this  life  they  are  sanctified  but  in  part :  there  is 
not  a  man  upon  earth  so  just  as  not  to  sin :  even  the 
apostle  Paul  was  burdened  with  a  body  of  sin.  But 
as  soon  as  believers  leave  this  world,  they  are  made 
perfect  in  holiness.  Hence  departed  believers  are 
called  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect.  This 
is  gain  sufficient  to  overbalance  all  the  loss  they 
can  sustain  by  death ;  for  sin  is  the  greatest  of  evils, 
and  holiness  is  the  supreme  good. 

4.  Believers;,  at  death,  exchange  a  life  of  labour 
and  toil,  for  a  state  of  everlasting  rest.  "  There 
remaineth  a  rest  for  the  people  of  God.  Blessed 
are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord ;  for  they  rest 
from  their  labours."  They  will,  indeed,  be  forever 
employed.  A  state  of  inactivity  would  be  a  state 
of  misery.  But  the  spiritual  and  delightful  em- 
ployment of  departed  believers,  never  causes  the 
least  sensation  of  fatigue.  Their  business  is  their 
refreshment.  They  need  not  balmy  sleep  to  re- 
store tired  nature,  but  like  those  ministering  spir- 
its who  are  a  flame  of  fire,  they  ever  feel  the  vig- 
our and  freshness  of  youth. 

5.  At  death,  believers  exchange  a  state  of  intel- 
lectual darkness,  for  a  state  of  intellectual  light. — 
Here  their  faculties  are  weak,  their  time  short,  their 
means  of  acquiring  knowledge  {ew,  and  the  use  of 
them  perpetually  interrupted  by  bodily  wants  and 
mental  cares.  Hence  they  here  see  as  through  a 
glass,  darkly,  and  know  but  in  part.  But  when 
they  leave  the  body,  new  sources  of  knowledge 
are  opened  to  them,  their  mental  vision  is  cleared 
of  every  film,  and  there  is  nothing  to  interrupt 
their   progress  in  the  knowledge  of  God  and  his 
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works,  of  Jesus  Christ  and  redemption.  The  march 
of  their  intellectual  powers,  in  the  acquisition  of 
Divine  truth,  must  far  exceed  our  present  concep- 
tion. No  doubt,  the  mere  babe  in  Christ,  who  has 
been  a  few  years  in  the  school  of  heaven,  knows 
far  more  of  the  works,  designs  and  ways  of  God, 
than  the  greatest  divine  upon  earth. 

6,  At  death,  believers  exchange  a  state  of  doubt 
and  uncertainty,  for  a  state  of  infallible  assurance 
forever.  Though  believers  may,  and  ought  to 
know,  in  this  life,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  in  them,  and 
do,  sometimes}  attain  to  the  happy  assurance  of 
hope ;  yet  they  have  many  dark  seasons,  in  which 
they  see  little,  or  no  evidence  of  their  union  to 
Christ,  and  greatly  fear  that  they  shall  fail  of  the 
grace  of  God.  But,  as  soon  as  believers  leave  the 
body,  all  their  doubts  and  fears  leave  them  forever. 
They  find  themselves  with  Christ  and  like  him. — 
Their  faith  is  lost  in  vision,  and  their  hope  in  fru- 
ition. They  are  never  conscious  of  another  exer- 
cise of  unbelief  or  selfish  affection.  They  no  lon- 
ger perceive  any  thing  in  themselves  inconsistent 
with  the  Christian  graces  or  character.  They  know, 
St  once,  that  they  have  passed  from  death  unto  life. 
They  are  no  longer  in  a  state  of  probation,  but  are 
fixed  in  a  state  of  immutable  holiness  and  happi- 
ness,    It  must  be  added, 

7.  That  believers,  at  death,  exchange  the  com- 
pany of  depraved  men  for  the  society  of  pure  and 
spotless  beings.  In  this  world  they  are  necessari- 
ly intermingled  with  men  of  corrupt  minds,  with 
whose  filthy  conversation  they  are  continually 
vexed.  The  errors,  impiety  and  vices  of  those 
with  whom  they  are  connected,  often  grieve  their 
hearts  and  draw  rivers  of  water  from  their  eyes.— 
And  even  the  few  saints,,  with  whom  they  have 
the  happiness  to  associate,  are  deformed  by  some 
blemishes,  and  sometimes  appear  as  objects  of  dis- 
gust, rather  than  of  complacency. 
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But,  when  believers  leave  this  world,  they  are 
immediately  in  glory  with  the  spirits  of  departed 
saints,  with  holy  angels,  and  with  the  immaculate 
Jesus  himself,  There  the  wicked  cease  from 
troubling.  There  no  individual,  by  an  unkind 
word  or  improper  action,  ever  causes  a  painful 
emotion  in  the  breast  of  another.  Their  hearts  are 
knit  together  in  love,  and  each  one  appears  in  the 
eyes  of  the  rest,  adorned  with  all  the  beauties  of 
holiness.  O  what  unspeakable  gain,  then,  is  death, 
on  the  whole,  to  ail  true  believers! 

INFERENCES, 

1 .  Is  it  Christ  for  believers  to  live  in  this  world  1 
Do  they  live  for  Christ?  Then  they  must  have 
experienced  a  great  moral  change.  By  nature, 
they  were  like  others,  blind  to  the  excellency  of 
Christ,  and  supremely  attached  to  private  interest, 
"  All  seek  their  own,  and  not  the  things  of  Jesus 
Christ."  Such  is  the  native  character  of  mankind. 
Believers,  then,  have  experienced  a  great  moral 
change,  '  God  hath  shined  in  their  hearts,  to  give 
them  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  his  glory  in  the 
face  of  Jesus  Christ.'  They  have  been  '  born  of  the 
Spirit.' 

2,  Is  it  Christ  for  believers  to  live  ?  Does  Christ 
use  them  as  the  instruments  of  promoting  his  glo* 
ry,  while  they  live?  Then  they  ought  to  be  wil- 
ling to  live  their  appointed  time.  They  should 
be  willing  to  occupy  for  Christ,  as  long  as  he  has 
any  thing  for  them  to  do.  However  hard  their 
labour,  or  painful  their  sufferings,  they  should  wil- 
lingly endure  them  for  the  sake  of  Christ,  It  would 
be  selfish  and  sinful  for  them  to  be  impatient,  and 
to  long  or  pray  for  death,  till  their  Lord  comes  to 
let  them  know  that  his  interest  no  longer  requires 
their  services  in  his  vineyard.  Each  believer 
should  contentedly  and  cheerfully  say,  with  God's 
servant  Job,  "  All  the  days  of  my  appointed  time 
will  I  wait,  till  my  change  come." 
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3.  Is  it  Christ  for  believers  to  live"?  Is  he  the 
ground  of  their  hope  and  the  source  of  their  con- 
solation and  joy,  while  passing  through  this  vale  of 
tears?  Then  they  are  not  only  the  excellent  of  the 
earth,  but  the  only  happy  persons  in  the  world. — 
Because  they  are  serious,  they  are  often  thought  to 
be  gloomy  ;  and  because  they  will  not  partake  of 
the  pleasures  of  sin,  they  are  thought  to  have  no 
enjoyment.  But  they  often  have  more  enjoyment 
even  in  "  the  reproach  of  Christ,"  than  the  wicked 
have  in  the  pleasures  of  sin,  They  only  have  that 
contented  mind,  which  is  a  continual  feast.  They 
only  are  enabled,  through  Christ,  to  rejoice  in  spir- 
it, even  in  tribulation.  They  only  have  that  good 
hope  which  is  through  grace,  and  which  is  an  an- 
chor to  the  soul  both  sure  and  stedfast,  when  launch- 
ing into  eternity.  If  others  have  any  hope,  it  is  a 
false  one,  which  will  be  as  the  spider's  web,  when 
God  taketh  away  the  soul.  If  others  have 
any  comfort,  it  arises  from  stupidity,  and  will 
end  in  sorrow. 

4.  Is  death  gain  to  believers,  in  the  respects  men- 
tioned 1  Then  they  have  no  reason,  on  the  whole, 
to  be  afraid  to  die.  Though  death,  in  itself  consid- 
ered, is  the  king  of  terrors  ;  yet,  all  things  consid- 
ered, it  is  a  most  desirable  event  to  all  true  believ- 
ers. If  to  cease  forever  from  sin  and  suffering,  if  to 
enter  on  an  unchangeable  state  of  holiness  and 
happiness,  in  the  presence  of  Christ  and  the  society 
of  pure  and  blessed  spirits,  be  desirable;  then  may 
death  be  a  welcome  messenger  to  every  true  be- 
liever. Why,  then,  should  any  such  be,  all  their 
life-time,  subject  to  bondage,  through  fear  of  death  ? 
Let  them  rather  say,  "  The  sting  of  death  is  sin, 
and  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law ;  but  thanks  be 
unto  God,  who  giveth  us  the  victory,  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ," 
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h.  Is  it  gain  for  believers  to  die  1  Then  it  is  not 
strange,  that  they  should  sometimes  feel  a  desire  to 
depart.  The  apostle  expresses  such  a  desire,  in 
the  next  verse  but  one  after  our  text :  "  I  am  in  a 
strait  betwixt  two,  having  a  desire  to  depart,  and  to 
be  with  Christ ;  which  is  far  better."  Such  a  desire 
has  been  felt  and  expressed  by  many  other  believ- 
ers. It  is  a  rational  desire.  Whilst  Christians  are 
at  home  in  the  body,  they  are  absent  from  their 
Lord.  It  is  better  for  them  to  be  absent  from  the 
body  and  present  with  the  Lord,  than  to  remain  in 
this  world  of  sin,  toil,  and  sorrow.  They  cannot 
reasonably  desire  to  live  here  always.  Their  treas- 
ure, their  hearts,  and  their  conversation  are  in  heav- 
en :  and  it  is  owing  to  the  weakness  of  their  faith, 
and  the  inconstancy  of  their  love,  that  they  do  not 
more  frequently  pant  for  that  glory  which  is  hereaf- 
ter to  be  revealed  in  the  saints, 

6.  If  it  be  gain  for  believers  to  die  ;  then  there  is 
cause  of  gratitude,  as  well  as  of  sorrow?  whenever 
any  of  them  are  removed  from  time  into  eternity. 
When  such  an  event  takes  place,  there  is  much 
cause  for  mourning.  Surviving  relatives,  the 
church,  and  the  world  sustain  a  heavy  loss.  But 
there  is  more  cause  for  gratitude  and  thanksgiving 
to  the  God  of  all  grace  and  consolation,  that  he  drew 
the  deceased  to  Christ  by  the  sanctifying  influ- 
ences of  his  Spirit,  kept  them  by  his  mighty  power 
from  falling  away  to  perdition,  and  made  them 
meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light. 

Have  we  not,  my  friends,  such  cause  of  gratitude 
and  praise  on  the  present  solemn  occasion  ?  You 
will  not  think  it  too  much  for  me  to  say,  that  the 
mother  in  Israel,  whose  precious  remains  we  are 
about  to  commit  to  the  house  appointed  for  all  liv- 
ing, exhibited  much  evidence,  that  she  was  a  true 
believer  in  Christ.  This  evidence  she  exhibited, 
by  owning  Christ  before  men,  witnessing  a  good 
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confession  of  her  faith  in  him,  and,  for  the  space  of 
more  than  twenty-six  years,  walking,  in  an  emi- 
nent degree,  in  all  his  commandments  and  ordinan- 
ces. There  was  something  peculiar  and  striking 
in  the  relation  which  she  gave  of  the  exercises  of 
her  mind,  at  the  time  she  first  entertained  a  hope 
of  an  interest  in  Christ.  After  a  season  of  mental 
distress,  arising  from  a  sense  of  her  sinfulness  and 
exposure  to  eternal  death,  she  became  calm,  and 
indulged  a  hope,  that  she  had  passed  from  death 
unto  life.  But  soon  after  indulging  this  hope,  she 
was,  one  day,  looking  upon  the  little  charge,  which 
God  had  committed  to  her,  and  said  to  herself5 
"  These  children  hare  immortal  souls  like  my  own, 
which  must  be  sanctified  and  saved  through  Christ, 
or  be  lost  forever.  They  are  dependant  upon  God 
for  a  new  heart ;  and  it  rests  with  him,  whether  to 
make  them  vessels  of  mercy,  or  vessels  of  wrath,  and 
to  prepare  them  for  glory ,  or  fit  them  for  destruc- 
tion. IJe  has  a  sovereign  right  to  do  which  he  sees 
most  for  his  own  glory.  Suppose  he  should  see  it 
fit  and  necessary  to  glorify  his  justice  in  their  de- 
struction ;  could  I  acquiesce  V  Her  heart  said,  No  : 
and  she  gave  up  her  hope.  Her  distress  returned, 
and  continued,  until  she  felt  willing  to  resign  not 
only  her  children,  but  herself,  unconditionally,  to 
the  holy  and  sovereign  disposal  of  Him,  who  hath 
mercy  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and  whom  he 
will  he  hardeneth.  After  mentioning  this,  it  scarce- 
ly needs  be  said,  that  she  embraced,  and  adhered 
as  long  as  she  lived,  to  those  peculiar  and  essentia 
principles  of  the  gospel,  which  have  been  caller 
the  doctrines  of  grace.  She  was  ever  best  pleased, 
when  she  heard  those  doctrines  the  most  plainly 
and  fully  preached.  Her  views  of  Divine  truth 
were  clear  and  discriminating,  and  her  growth  in 
knowledge  kept  progress  with  her  growth  in  grace. 
It  may  truly  be  said,  that  she  adorned  the  doctrine 
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of  God  our  Saviour,  which  is  '  a.  doctrine  according 
to  godliness.'  She  was  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit, 
which  is,  in  the  sight  of  God,  of  great  price.  In 
all  the  relations  of  life,  she  was  remarkably  faithful 
and  true,  feeling  and  affectionate,  kind  and  benev- 
olent. Under  affliction,  of  which  she  had  a  large 
share,  she  manifested  signal  patience  and  submiss- 
ion to  the  will  of  God.  Though  early  deprived  of 
her  justly  beloved  and  highly  valued  husband,  and 
bereaved  af  a  promising  son,  and  of  two  amiable 
and  accomplished  daughters,  whose  bright  pros- 
pects were  suddenly  darkened  by  the  night  of 
death,  and  whose  remains  sleep  in  a  far  distant  re- 
gion ;  yet  she  was  never  heard  to  murmur,  or  to 
call  in  question  the  wisdom  or  goodness  of  that. 
Providence,  without  which  not  a  sparrow  falls. — 
Her  trust  in  God  remained  unshaken  and  entire. 

But  few,  in  a  similar  station,  have  exhibited  a 
character  more  conformable  to  the  apostle's  direc- 
tion, "Even  so  must  their  wives  be  grave,  not  slan- 
derers; sober,  faithful  in  all  things."  Her  life  was 
indeed,  a  pattern  of  female  excellence.  And  as  she 
lived,  so  she  died.  Her  decline  towards  the  grave, 
under  a  weight  of  infirmity  and  sorrow,  was  gradual 
and  calm,  like  the  setting  of  the  sun;  and  we  doubt 
not,  her  end  is  peace. 

It  has  been  my  practice,  as  you  well  know,  never 
to  mention  the  vices,  and  to  say  but  little  of  the  vir- 
tues of  the  dead,  in  a  funeral  discourse.  But,  in  the 
present  instance,  a  proper  regard  to  evangelical 
truth  and  the  honour  of  religion,  seemed  to  require, 
that  a  sketch  of  a  character  so  amiable,  should  be 
given,  for  the  benefit  of  the  living.  Example  is  in- 
structive and  forcible.  And  we  will  not  take  it  up- 
on us  to  say,  '  what  manner  of  spirit  those  are  of,* 
who  would  exclude  either  her  relics,  or  her  eulo- 
gium,  from  that  sacred  place,  whither  she  once  lov- 
ed to  go,  c  to  pray,  and  praise,  and  hear,'  and  where 
^he  had  so  often  partaken,  with  Christ's  people,  of 
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the  bread  of  life.*  But,  blessed  be  God,  we  have 
reason  to  believe,  that  no  creature  will  ever  be  able 
to  seperate  her  from  his  love,  or  to  shut  her  out  of  the 
house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens. 

While,  therefore,  we  mourn  for  ourselves,  we 
will  rejoice  in  tribulation,  and  give  thanks  to  God 
for  the  exemplary  life  and  peaceful  death  of  his  pious 
handmaid. 

The  surviving  children  have  reason  to  follow, 
sorrowing,  to  the  grave,  one  of  the  best  of  mothers. 
In  their  grief,  let  them  not  forget  their  obligations 
to  thank  God  for  making  her  so  amiable,  and  sparing 
her  so  long,  nor  their  accountability  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  improved  her  example,  her  in- 
structions, and  her  prayers. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  who  remain,  have  sus- 
tained no  ordinary  loss.  While  it  affects  them,  as  it 
Ought,  may  it  excite  them  to  be  also  ready.  She  will 
not  return  to  them ;  but  they  must  follow  her  into 
the  world  of  spirits.  And  they  know  not  when  the 
time  is.  If  their  beloved  sister  is  in  heaven,  they 
must  follow  her  steps,  or  they  will  never  reach  that 
holy  and  happy  place.  If  the  principles  which  she 
embraced,  are  the  true  doctrines  of  the  gospel ;  they 
must  embrace  the  same.     If  she  possessed  the  spirit 

*Mrs.  Moulton,  some  years  before  her  decease,  removed  to  Attleboroughf 
and  transferred  her  relation  from  the  church  in  Rehoboth  to'the  second  Con- 
gregational church  in  that  town.  With  the  respected  Pastor  and  worthy 
members  of  that  church,  she  enjoyed  sweet  communion,  and  by  their  kind 
offices  and  prayers,  she  was  comforted  and  strengthend  in  her  last  sickness 
and  expiring  moments.  But  as  many  of  her  relatives  and  friends  still  reside 
in  her  native  place,  and  there  lay  the  bones  of  her  beloved  husband,  it  was 
her  dyicgrequest,  that  her  remains  should  be  conveyed  to  Rehoboth  for  in3 
terment,  and  that  a  sermon  should  be  preached  in  the  Meeting-house  by  the 
pastor  of  the  church  with  which  she  had  first  united,  and  for  whom  she  still 
retained  an  ardent  affection.  As  her  husband  had  been  an  esteemed  officer 
in  the  church,  as  she  still  possessed  a  pew  in  the  house,  and  as  it  had  ever 
been  the  practice  to  admit  all  persons,  of  whatever  name  or  denomination, 
when  called  to  the  mournful  office  of  burying  their  dead ;  she  could  not  en- 
tertain an  apprehension,  that  her  last  request  would  be  denied.  But  to  the 
grief  of  her  surviving  friends,  and  the  astonishment  of  many  others,  it  was 
denied.  The  Trustees  of  the  Incorporated  Society,  who  hold  the  keys,  and 
assume  the  right  of  opening  and  shutting  the  house,  peremptorily  refused  ad- 
mission to  the  funeral  procession  ;  and  the  numerous  assembly,  who  attend- 
ed the  solemn  rites  of  the  occasion,- were  subjected  to  the  inconvenience  of  a' 
private  dwelling. 
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of  Christ;  they  must  feel  as  she  felt,  love  what  she 
loved,  and  hate  what  she  hated.  If  her  ways  pleased 
the  Lord ;  they  must  practice  the  same  holy  conver- 
sation. There  is  but  one  kind  of  holiness,  and  but 
oneway  to  heaven.  If  we  would  hereafter  have  a 
happy  meeting  with  departed  saints ;  we  must  now 
follow  them,  as  they  followed  Christ. 

Let  all  the  relatives  and  friends  remember,  that 
life  is  short  and  uncertain — thato«e  thing  is  needful, 
and  that  they  must  live  the  life  of  the  righteous,  if 
they  would  die  the  death  of 'the  righteous. 

The  members  of  the  church,  to  which  the  deceas- 
ed belonged,  are  bereaved  and  admonished.  Anoth- 
er of  their  number  is  taken  up  from  them.  They 
will  realize,  that  now  is  their  salvation  nearer,  than 
when  they  believed.  Let  them  be  more  concerned 
to  live  unto  the  Lord  while  they  live,  that  they  may 
die  in  the  Lord  when  they  die,  and  that,  whether 
living  or  dying,  they  may  be  the  Lord's.  They  can- 
not expect,  that  to  die  will  be  gain,  unless  to  live  be 
Christ. 

Finally.  Let  unbelievers  be  exhorted    imme- 
diately to  embrace  and  obey  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
He  invites  and  commands  them  to  come  unto  him  ; 
and  he  is  worthy  of  the  supreme  affection  of  their 
hearts.     He  offers  them  life,  at  the  expense  of  his 
own.  Behold,  now  is  the  accepted  time.  But  death 
is  at  the  door.     And,  O,  how  dreadful  to  meet  the 
king  of  terrors,  out  of  Christ.'     What  a  loss  must 
death  be  to  those,  who  live  to  themselves,  and  die  in 
their  sins'?  What  will  it  profit  them,  if  they  should 
gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  their  own  souls? — 
Let  them  no  longer  reject  or  despise  him,  who  is 
mighty  to  save  and  to  destroy  ;  lest  he  sware  in  his 
wrath,  that  thev  shall  never  enter  into  his  rest. 


